APRIL 271 = BIBLE STUDY GUIDE WEEK 34 LUKE

Luke

THE LORD’S SUPPER
Focal Verses « LUKE 22:7-23

Aim for Change

By the end of the lesson, we will: EXPLORE the principles behind the Lord’s Supper;
COMMIT to participate in the Lord’s Supper as Jesus would have believers do; and feel
MOTIVATED to teach someone else about the importance of the Lord’s Supper.

"' = T In Focus .
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with her family, but also among the church members. No wonder
hundreds of people turned out for her homegoing service, even
though it was a hot and humid day.

After the service and burial, people gathered for the fellowship
meal in the church’s banquet hall to share fond memories of Louise.
The pastor was surprised at how far Louise’s family had come for her
funeral. Louise’s kinfolk lived in Los Angeles, Chicago, Baltimore,
Atlanta, Washington, D.C., and Montgomery, Alabama.

“Everyone is here;” said one of Louise’s distant cousins, “I wouldn’t have missed this for
the world. Louise was so very special, and I wanted to show her and the rest of my family
what she meant to me”

A church member chimed in. “Yes, Louise was a stalwart of our church, and it was only
fitting to share this special occasion with her family and friends.”

Special occasions are for special people who have made a lasting impact on our lives. We
want to demonstrate how much we love and appreciate them, and one of the ways to do
that is with a fellowship meal to honor them. In today’s lesson we learn there is something
wonderful about sharing a meal together. In fact, in many countries, the dinner table is
synonymous with brotherly love and fellowship.

Keep in Mind

“This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me. This cup is the
new testament in my blood, which is shed for you” (from Luke 22:19-20, KJV).
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Focal Verses
K] Luke 22:7 Then came the day of 16 For I say unto you, I will not any more
unleavened bread, when the passover ~ eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom

must be killed.

8 And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go and
prepare us the passover, that we may eat.

9 And they said unto him, Where wilt thou
that we prepare?

10 And he said unto them, Behold, when ve
are entered into the city, there shall a man meet
you, bearing a pitcher of water; follow him into
the house where he entereth in.

11 And ye shall say unto the goodman of the
house, The Master saith unto thee, Where is the
guestchamber, where I shall eat the passover
with my disciples?

12 And he shall shew you a large upper room
furnished: there make ready.

13 And they went, and found as he had said
unto them: and they made ready the passover.

14 And when the hour was come, he sat
down, and the twelve apostles with him.

15 And he said unto them, With desire I have
desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer:

The People, Places, and Times

The Lord’s Supper. this was the last meal
Jesus shared with His disciples prior to His
death. The early Christian celebration known
as the Lord’s Supper received its name from
Paul’s reference to “the supper of the Lord” in
1 Corinthians 11:20. Originally it referred to
Jesus’ last meal with His disciples.

Even if the Synoptic Gospels are correct
in describing this “last supper” as a Passover
meal (in John, Jesus’ last meal is eaten before
Passover), the meal should still be viewed in
the context of the table fellowship that was a
distinctive feature of Jesus’ ministry.

In earliest Christianity, the Lord’s Supper was
pervaded by intense eschatological expectation.
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of God.

17 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and
said, Take this, and divide it among yourselves:

18 For I say unto you, I will not drink of
the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God
shall come.

19 And he took bread, and gave thanks,
and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This
is my body which is given for you: this do in
remembrance of me.

20 Likewise also the cup after supper, saying,
This cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you.

21 But, behold, the hand of him that
betrayeth me is with me on the table.

22 And truly the Son of man goeth, as it was
determined: but woe unto that man by whom
he is betrayed!

23 And they began to inquire among
themselves, which of them it was that should
do this thing.

Fervent hope for the new age, to be inaugurated
by the risen and exalted Jesus upon His return
to earth, is obvious in Mark 14:25 and Luke
22:18 and is echoed in 1 Corinthians 11:28.

In John’s Gospel, Jesus does not institute the
Lord’s Supper during the last meal with His
disciples, but the “bread of life” discourse in John
6 (vv. 25-59) likely reflects the understanding of
the Lord’s Supper in the Johannine community.
Jesus speaks of eating His flesh and drinking His
blood as the means of attaining eternal life (vv.
53-58). This emphasis in John’s writing points
to the Incarnation: to have eternal life, one must
commit to Jesus as the revealer sent from God,
the Word that became flesh (John 1:14),
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Background

Passover was a Jewish festival that
commemorated the time when God brought
His people out of Egypt after the death angel
“passed over” their homes and killed all of
Egypts firstborn children (see Exodus 12).
The Passover meal reminds us of what Jesus
provided for His people on Calvary. God gave
Israel these instructions: the Passover lamb was
to be without blemish (Exodus 12:5), the lamb
sacrificed (v. 6), and the animal’s blood put on
their doorposts (v. 7). God also told the people
that if He saw the blood on their homes, their
lives would be spared. Today, when God sees
the blood of the Lamb applied in our lives, we
are spared from death and degradation as well.

Caiaphas and the other religious leaders
had already conspired to get Jesus, but they
needed someone to help them. Judas was a
willing nemesis, allowing Satan to use him in
his ultimate plot. Perhaps Judas was a member
of the Zealots, the party that was determined
to overthrow Rome’s control of Israel. If so, it
was easy for the religious leaders to manipulate
him for only thirty pieces of silver, Judas was
not into turning the other cheek and loving
one’s neighbor as Jesus taught. Many scholars
believe that Judas was very disappointed with
Jesus and wanted to get rid of Him as much as
the religious leaders did (see Luke 22:1-6). On
the very next day, Jesus and His disciples sat
down to have their last meal together before His
inevitable moment at Calvary.

At-A-Glance

L. Jesus’ Disciples Prepare for the
Passover Meal (Luke 22:7-13)
2. Jesus and His Disciples Eat the
Passover Meal (vv. 14-20)
3. Jesus Informs His Disciples of
Betrayal at the Passover Meal (vv. 21-23)

In Depth

1. Jesus’ Disciples Prepare for the Passover
Meal (Luke 22:7-13)

According to Jewish law, the Feast of Unleavened
Bread was to begin on the evening of the Passover.
Jewish calendars are such that a day usually starts
at sunset (6:00 p.m.). God commanded that on
the first day of Passover, leaven was to be removed
from the home, and a holy convocation would be
instituted among the people (see Exodus 12:9-20).

It was on the day that commemorated the
Feast of Unleavened Bread when the Passover
lamb was to be sacrificed as stated in the Law of
Moses (see Exodus 12:2-11) that Jesus told Peter
and John to make the necessary preparations
for Him and the rest of the disciples to share
their last meal together.

Neither Peter nor John had any idea where
the Passover could be celebrated. Jesus and His
disciples had gathered near the Mount of Olives,
so the logical place would be in Jerusalem, a few
miles away. In fact, Jesus told them that as they
entered into Jerusalem, they would see a man
carryinga pitcher of water. Whatever building the
man entered would be the place of the Passover
meal. Scholars believe that the man would not be
too difficult to spot since mostly women carried
water in pitchers throughout the city (see John
4:7-11, 28-29). Jesus told Peter and John that
when they saw the man, they should approach
him and ask, “Where is the guest room in which
[our Master] may eat the Passover with [His]
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disciples?” (v. 11, NKJV). Jesus knew that once
the disciples made the request, the man would
be only too happy to oblige.

Jesus’ words prove that He is omniscient,
omnipotent, and omnipresent. In His
omniscience, Jesus has infinite wisdom and
insight. There is nothing Jesus doesn't know.
Yet one would be tempted to ask, “Yes, but how
did Jesus know that a man with a pitcher would
be in the city?” We recognize that some believe
Jesus had arranged the events with this man in
advance. However, because He is omnipresent,
it is quite possible that Jesus could see the man
even as He sat on the Mount (see John 1:48). We
can rest assured that no matter what we face,
Jesus can see our troubles and has the power and
authority to strengthen us in our time of need.

Just as Jesus said, Peter and John arrived in
the city and found the man with the pitcher of
water. After the disciples shared Jesus' request
with him, the man showed them the Upper
Room where Jesus and His disciples could
have their fellowship meal together. Once Peter
and John found the room, they got it together,
cleaning the place, finding and slaughtering the
Passover lamb, and preparing the meal for the
Lord and the other disciples.

What do we need to do to prepare our place
for the Lord’s coming? Maybe we need to sweep
away some bad habits, sacrifice our fleshly
cravings, or cleanse our minds from this world’s
pollution. Whatever it is, now would be the time
to purge ourselves from dead works so that we
can welcome the Lord to fellowship with us.

2. Jesus and His Disciples Eat the Passover
Meal (vv. 14-20)

Scripture doesn't indicate how long it took to
prepare the Passover meal. But after Peter and
John had completed their task, Jesus and the rest
of the disciples arrived. Everything was set for
the Master and His followers to share a special
time with one another. Jesus would use the meal
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not only to teach His disciples powerful truths,
but also to share His most intimate feelings with
them. As He sat with them at the table feasting
and sharing, Jesus called their attention to the
moment at hand.

First, He let the disciples know how much He
desired to share the Passover with them before
His death on the cross. The word “desire” refers
to an intense longing that yearns to be fulfilled.
For three years, Jesus had poured His very life
into these men. The disciples were more than
His students; Jesus considered them His friends.
Jesus also knew that after this particular night
He would not see them again. Jesus was going
back to the Father, and the next time He and
His disciples would share the Passover together
would be in His Father’s kingdom (v. 16).

Jesus’ death was the means by which the New
Covenant would be established. Thus, Jesus was
pointing the disciples to the time when they
would be reunited with Him in the millennial
kingdom. John calls this reunion “the marriage
supper of the Lamb” (Revelation 19:9), where
believers of all races and social standings will
come together with the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit to celebrate the victory that was secured
for us through the cross and Jesus’ resurrection.

The disciples still did not understand the
significance of this Passover (see vv. 24-30).
But Jesus had their attention, and He continued
teaching, using the cup and bread as object lessons
that pointed to Himself as the Lamb of God. First,
giving thanks to the Father, Jesus took the cup,
and passed it to the disciples. He wanted them
to share the cup as a symbol that together they
would be cleansed and redeemed by His blood.
Jesus knew that once He was arrested and taken
to Pilate, His physical life would come to an end.
But the disciples were assured that just as they
now drank together from the cup, so they would
drink again in the Father’s eternal kingdom.

Jesus also broke the bread into pieces, passed it
around to the disciples, and urged them to eat it
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and to drink from the cup after the meal. The bread
and the cup represented Jesus  body that would be
broken on the cross and the blood He would shed.
His death was not only for His disciples, but for
all who would believe in Him. We have access to
the Father because of Jesus. Scripture teaches that
there is only one mediator between God and us,
and that is Christ Jesus (1 Timothy 2:5).

While an animal sacrifice was necessary in
the Old Dispensation, Jesus is the sacrifice God
accepts in the New. His body and blood which
were broken and shed at the cross are the means
by which all who believe in Him shall be saved.
Today, when believers partake of the communion
elements, we are acknowledging that Jesus” death
is sufficient for our salvation. That is why Jesus
says that when we eat the bread and drink the cup,
we must do so in “remembrance” of Him (v. 19).

3. Jesus Informs His Disciples of Betrayal
at the Passover Meal (vv. 21-23)

The disciples were probably fascinated by
Jesus’ teaching, as He made Himself synonymous
with the Passover lamb they had been enjoying. It
was shocking to hear Jesus’ next words. Someone
at the fellowship meal would be instrumental in
turning Jesus over to His enemies. The disciples
were shocked to know that there was an “enemy
in the camp” and began to ask the Lord who it
was that would turn on Him. Obviously, if Jesus
knew the man would be in the city with the
pitcher of water, it wouldn't be too difficult for
Him to point out His betrayer.

Jesus' arrest and trial had already been
foretold by the Father in the Scriptures. But it
would be tragic for Judas, the one who would
raise his hand against Jesus. The Bible indicates
that Judas eventually hung himself after he
realized the extent to which Satan had deceived
him (see Matthew 27:3-5).

The Lord’s Supper is a special time for the
church. We must always remember that it
commemorates a special occasion for believers.

Every time we partake of the communion
elements, we need to remember just how much
Jesus sacrificed so that we might enjoy sweet
fellowship with Him and the Father in eternity.

Search the Scriptures

1. Who did Jesus send to prepare for the
Passover? (Luke 22:8)

2. What did Jesus say they would find as they
went to make preparations? (vv. 10-12)

3. How did Jesus symbolize the Passover
meal? (vv. 17-20)

4. How did the disciples know Jesus was to
be betrayed? (vv. 22)

5. What would happen to Jesus’ betrayer? (vv.
22-23)

Discuss the Meaning
1. How could Jesus know that the man
carrying the pitcher of water would be in the
city, and that he would lead Peter and John to the
place where they would observe the Passover?
2. Why should we celebrate the Lord’s Supper?
3. What do the bread and wine symbolize?
4. What did Jesus mean when He said
that He will not drink of the wine until God’s
kingdom comes?

Liberating Lesson

In the Middle East and many other European
countries, dining at the table is more than
eating food. It is an act of fellowship. In our fast-
paced society, we have lost this concept. Talk
about the benefits of sharing at the dinner table.
Encourage family and friends to start coming
together around the table to discuss aspirations
and dreams while enjoying a good meal.

Application for Activation

This week, spend time with Jesus, focusing
on His statement that His body and blood are
the means for our salvation. Begin to thank
Him that we have access to the Father because
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of what He has done on the cross. Remember
that there is only one mediator between God Say It Correctly

and us: Jesus Christ of Nazareth.
Synoptic Gospels. syn-OP-tic gos-PELS.
Follow the Spirit Passover. paa-SOH-vuh.

What God wants me to do: Fervent. FUR-vuhnt.
Eschatological. ESK-uh-tuh-loj-i-kuhl.

Incarnation. IN-car-nay-shuhn.

Daily Bible Readings

DAY 232
Jeremiah 30-31

DAY 233

eremiah 32-34
Remember Your Thoughts !

Special insights I have learned: DAY 234
Jeremiah 35-37

DAY 235
Jeremiah 38-41

DAY 236
Jeremiah 42-45

DAY 237
Jeremiah 46-48

Source: DAY 238

From The People, Places, and Times (pg. 334): Schweizer, E. The Jeremiah 49-50
Lords Supper According to the New Testament. Philadelphia:

Fortress Press, 1967.
Notes
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